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Tones and Communicative Functions of Sentence-final ’ka’

in Osaka Japanese

KORI Shiro
Osaka University of Foreign Studies

Abstract: This paper describes how the communicative functions of the sentence-
final particle 'ka’' in Osaka Japanese are determined by its tone. The particle
may assume a neutral, low, rising, extremely high or falling tone. Its ma jor
functions are questioning, request of confirmation, request of agreement,
request of response, and negation. Both tonally neutral and low-pitched ’ka’
are used when the speaker requires the confirmation or agreement of the hearer,
though in the latter tone the requirement is weaker than the former.  Extremely
high-pitched ’ka’ is used for a rhetorical question, while rising 'ka’ is used

for a neutral question. Falling ’ka’ functions as a negation.
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