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Abstract

Generational differences in word tonal pattern (accent) of
the dialect of the City of Osaka were examined using the same
corpus as Sugito and Tahara's study (in this volume). The
accents of the three younger speakers (20's) and the three
older speakers (from 50's to 70's) were opposed in 2% of
54,000 words consisting of three and more moras examined in
this study, while in 46% all the 6 speakers agreed. Three major
types of the generational opposition were observed: (1)
exchange of the word initial tone (H to L, or L to H; 39% of -
the opposing cases), which is a phonological tonal level from
the word-initial mora to the nucleus mora (H mora followed by
L's), (2) shift of the nucleus by the younger speakers to the
first mora of 1long syllables when the older speakers have
the nucleus in the second (=last) mora (22%), and (3)
disappearance of the nucleus in the young speakers (15%).
Further analysis revealed that the first type of opposition was
a result of the instability of the initial tone, and the third
type of opposition was not a general tendency observable for
the remaining 52% of the words examined in the study. An
influence of the Tokyo accent was also observed.
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