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I am delighted to again be at the Graduate School of Language and Culture. | first taught
here 2006-2012. Before then, | had taught speaking, reading and writing full-time at Kobe
University’s Faculty of Economics. This was my first full-time teaching position after | had
finished my graduate studies in International Relations at the University of Pittsburgh in 1993.

It was at Kobe University (2000-2006) where | developed a keen interest in endangered
languages and the linguistic marketplaces of the world. We all know the key linguistics story of the
21st century: Often because of rational economic drives, sometimes with little freedom of choice,
speakers of minority languages are shifting to dominant ones at alarming rates.

In addition to my concurrent research in language endangerment, teaching the prestige
language of English has also allowed me to reflect on issues of language revitalization. By the time |
started teaching full-time for an Osaka-University based Leading Program for graduate students, the
Cross-Boundary Innovation Program (2012-2018), | was confident in my techniques for teaching
academic writing, presentation techniques, and discussion skills: 1) create content that is practical
and engaging, and 2) create a classroom atmosphere where students feel comfortable.

In fact, in the case of severely endangered languages, we also deal with young people who

are learners. The first item above — fostering motivation — is amorphous as individuals can be



motivated to do different things. | can motivate students to deliver effective presentations, and
semi-speakers of endangered languages can be motivated to speak for five minutes (before switching
back to the majority language). The second part — creating and maintaining the domains where a
language can thrive — is a monumental challenge for smaller languages. My students, in contrast,
will have access to English, even if they never do another presentation.

My present research at Osaka University focuses on how a writing system and identity
with it can nudge language revitalization efforts.  These studies comprise part of the
sociolinguistics of orthography, and look especially at the linguistic landscape —the public displays
of written language — for endangered languages, especially in the case of Ainu in Hokkaido. It
can be through a language’s written expressions and its wider use that a language can garner
precious prestige and utility. Indeed, for many people, a language written and revered is a

language never truly dead.
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Although T was born in Almeria, I have lived all my life in Malaga, a city of three
thousand years old in which was born one of the greatest geniuses of painting, Pablo
Picasso. Andalusia, land of a wide and rich history, belongs to Europe, but is a few
kilometers from Africa and has a very special link with America, since Christopher
Columbus ships left Andalusian ports and many of the first settlers took it beyond of the
Atlantic the way of being and speaking of the Andalusian people.

I got my Degree in Hispanic Philology at Malaga University and shortly after finishing
my degree, I began working as a teacher in the Spanish Courses for Foreigners at the
Malaga University. Since then my main objective has been the constant improvement of
the teaching of Spanish and I have been very interested in motivation and good
atmosphere in the classroom, to encourage communication, especially understanding
and oral expression. I always combined my didactic work with the publication of articles,
books and materials in order to help in the teaching of second language. I have also
dedicated to the publication of articles and books focused on the use of literature in the
Spanish class. Later I got the Master's Degree of Didactic of Spanish as Second Language
at the Antonio de Nebrija University at Madrid, with a thesis in which I used the texts

written about Spain by English and American authors.

From a young age I felt a special attraction for Japan and its culture. Therefore, when I
was offered the opportunity to work for two years at the University of Foreign Studies
in Kyoto, I did not think twice. During those years I worked on the use of translated texts

of Japanese Literature to teach Spanish language.

In am currently finalizing my PhD Linguistic and Literary Studies, Theory and
Application at EIDUNED, International School of Doctoral Studies of the National



Spanish University (UNED), focusing my research in the field of Lexical Availability,
without abandoning my goal of improving communication within the classroom. Since
the last course, I have been a conversation teacher at Osaka University and thanks to
that I will have the opportunity to continue my research on lexicon, literature and oral

education, aimed at Japanese students.
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